
Reaction to the Mystery
Ephesians 3:14-20

Introduction: For this reason – v. 1
Paul, apparently begins the prayer in verse one. He then he thinks to remind them of their position in the church and reminds them of the mystery, the Jew and Gentiles in one body on the same level. 

I. Prayer – 3.14-15 request-appeal-entreaty
A. The Posture of Prayer – 14a

I bow my knees
Standing or prostrate were the usual posture for prayer in the Scriptures
On knees was also practiced. 
Of course, Paul was using the term figuratively here.

B. The Person of the Prayer – 14b
to the ﻿﻿Father
“of our Lord Jesus Christ” is not in the older Manuscripts.
We pray to the Father. 
C. The Prototype of the Prayer - 15
from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 

Play on the words – Father Πατέρα and family πατριὰ.
II. Power – 3.16-17
A. The giver of the Power
that He would grant you

B. The Measure of the power

﻿﻿

according to the riches of His glory,

C. The Purpose of the power

to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in ﻿﻿the inner man

Lit. To be empowered with power
D. The Source of the Power -
through His Spirit
By the Holy Spirit

E. The Place of the Power 

In the inner man.
F. The result of the power - 
﻿


that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith 

III. The Picture – 3.18-19

A. The Comprehension of Love– 18


1. The width 


2. The length

3. The depth


4. The height

B. The Knowledge of Love – 19a
to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge;

To know the unknowable.

C. The filling – 19b

that you may be filled ﻿﻿with all the fullness of God. 

We will not attain the fullness of God, but we may receive all that we can hold.
III. Praise – 3.20-21

A. The Direction of the Praise – 20
Now ﻿﻿to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 

B. The Ascription of Glory-21


In the church – where the miracle of love will occur

In Jesus Christ  - Who made the union of Jew and Gentile possible
C. The Duration of the praise


to all generations

forever and ever

Conclusion:



















